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People

Libya is a large country with a small
population. 90% of the population
lives along the northern coast, with a
large percentage living in urban
areas such as Tripoli and Benghazi.
Population: 6.5 million (est. 2011)
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Government

After independence, Libya became a constitutional monarchy under the rule
of a king. Many Libyans became frustrated that wealth was concentrated in
the hands of the elite. Colonel Mu'ammar Qaddafi led a military coup and
took over the government in 1969, abolishing the monarchy and promising
to establish a more equal distribution of wealth. Colonel Qadhafi's
authoritarian leadership exercises control over nearly all major government
decisions. During the Cold War, he pursued foreign policies friendly to the
Soviet Union and supported terrorist activity (including the 1988 bombing
of a flight over Scotland that killed 270 people). The UN imposed sanctions
(economic penalties and restrictions) that were lifted in 2003 after Libya
accepted responsibility for its terrorist activity. Libya also agreed to end
programs to develop weapons of mass destruction. The US normalized
diplomatic relations with Libya in 2009. The protest movements that began
in neighboring Tunisia and Egypt spread to Libya in February 2011.
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